Great Salt Lake Resource Conservation and Development (RC&D) Council, Inc.

The Lake Effect

Calendar of Events:

October 14: Annual Meet-
ing at the Morgan County
Courthouse (48 W. Young
Street, Morgan, UT
84050) at 10:00 am.

October 6: Shambip SCD
Meeting in Ibapah. Call
Carlos Garcia, 435-882-
6593, for more info.

Movember 16: CSP work-
shop. Davis County
Courthouse { 28 E. State
Street, Farmington, UT
84025) from | 2:00-1:00pm

December 7: CSP work-
shop. Morgan County
Courthouse (48 W. Young
Street) at 6:30 pm.

Inside this issue:

Fall 2005
Deep Creek Sensitive Species Assessment Update

The first field season of the Deep
Creek Sensitive Species Assessment
has come to a close. The assess-
ment is a major aspect of the Con-
servation Partnership Initiative
grant awarded to the Great Salt
Lake RC&D in the fall of 2004.

Utah State University has identified
two previously unrecognized leks of
greater -sage Grouse and believes
that additional leks exist in the
Deep Creek/lbapah area as well as
on Goshute Tribal Lands. Three
males and eight females have been
captured and collared. Additionally,
4 of 8 hens initiated nests. The
Greater-Sage Grouse in |bapah are
more mobile than Grouse being
studied in other parts of the state
and can cover more than 10 km in a

week.

The C

the area. These findings
contrast a | 997 study that |
observed the frogs
throughout the valley. The '_
decline in population is :
attributed to the drought;
this year’s study shows,
however, that there is still
a 'source’ population of spotted
frog. DWR expects that when
normal conditions return, the spot-
ted frog will expand back into pre-

viously occupied habitats.

DWR will also continue with Least

Chub surveys.

The Brigham Young University
team, in search of Pygmy Rabbits,
has created a GIS based map with
two primary layers depicting vege-
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Krizsy Wilson, UDWR

Top: Greater-Sage Grouse.
Courtesy of Todd Black. Bot-
tom: Spotted Frog, courtesy of
Krissy Wilson.

the descriptions of Pygmy Rabbits

have been found. Motion-sensing
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