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Calendar of Events:

October 14: Annual Meet-
ing at the Morgan County
Courthouse (48 W. Young
Street, Morgan, UT
84050) at 10:00 am.

October 6: Shambip SCD
Meeting in Ibapah. Call
Carlos Garcia, 435-882-
6593, for more info.

Movember 16: CSP work-
shop. Davis County
Courthouse { 28 E. State
Street, Farmington, UT
84025) from | 2:00-1:00pm

December 7: CSP work-

shop. Morgan County
Courthouse (48 W. Young
Street) at 6:30 pm.
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Deep Creek Sensitive Species Assessment Update

The first field season of the Deep
Creek Sensitive Species Assessment
has come to a close. The assess-
ment is a major aspect of the Con-
servation Partnership Initiative
grant awarded to the Great Salt
Lake RC&D in the fall of 2004.

Utah State University has identified
two previously unrecognized leks of
greater -sage Grouse and believes
that additional leks exist in the
Deep Creek/lbapah area as well as
on Goshute Tribal Lands. Three
males and eight females have been
captured and collared. Additionally,
4 of 8 hens initiated nests. The
Greater-Sage Grouse in |bapah are
more mobile than Grouse being
studied in other parts of the state
and can cover more than 10 km in a

week.

The Department of Wildlife Re-
sources team conducted a sweep
survey of Spotted Frog in the |ba-
pah Valley and found that they were

only in the north and south ends of

the area. These findings _
contrast a | 997 study that |

observed the frogs

throughout the valley. The ;:“*‘-..,_

decline in population is

attributed to the drought;

this year’s study shows,

however, that there is still

a 'source’ population of spotted
frog. DWR expects that when
normal conditions return, the spot-
ted frog will expand back into pre-

viously occupied habitats.

DWR will also continue with Least

Chub surveys.

The Brigham Young University
team, in search of Pygmy Rabbits,
has created a GIS based map with
two primary layers depicting vege-
tation and soils data. This is an
important step in locating the rab-
bits since they are a sagebrush obli-
gate species and require soils suit-
able for digging. Although no rab-
bits have positively been identified,

several burrow complexes fitting

Krizsy Wilson, UDWR

Top: Greater-Sage Grouse.
Courtesy of Todd Black. Bot-
tom: Spotted Frog, courtesy of
Krissy Wilson.

the descriptions of Pygmy Rabbits
have been found. Motion-sensing
cameras are employed at those bur-

row entrances.

The Great Salt Lake RCE&D is excited
to see the progress of this important
assessment and looks forward to the

next field season.

Great Salt Lake RC&D Annual Meeting, October 14th

The Great Salt Lake RC&D’s An-
nual Meeting will be held on Octo-
ber 14th at 10:00 am in the Mor-
gan County Courthouse (48 West
Young Street).

Many important issues will be
discussed and their outcomes will

determine the course of the

GSLRCED's future. The Council
extends an invitation to everyone

to attend the Annual Meeting.

Agenda items include reviewing and
adopting the 2005 Annual Report

and the 2006 Annual Plan of Work.
There will also be elections for the

Board positions of treasurer and

second vice chair.

If there is anything you would like
to add to the agenda, or if you have
questions, please call |eff Williams,
the GS5LRC &D Coordinator, at
801-263-3204, 104.

We hope to see you there!
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Jordan River
VWWatershed Facts:

The Jordan River Wa-
tershed is a closed
basin that drains a
total of 805 miles®.

Private individuals
own most of the land
Jordan River Water-
shed (72.3%); the fed-
eral (21.1%) and state
of Utah government
(6.5%) own the rest.

The Jordan River and
Emigration are both
listed as impaired wa-
ter bodies under sec-
tion 303(d) of the
Clean Water Act.
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Re-Vitalization of the Jordan River Watershed Council

The VVater Resources Planning and
Restoration Program of Salt Lake
County is announcing the re-
vitalization of the Jordan River Wa-
tershed Council. The Council was
initially created in 1978 but became
inactive in the late 1990’s. Re-
cently, the Utah Watershed Coor-
dinators Council received moneys
to fund watershed coordinators in
both the Jordan River and Utah
Lake VWatersheds— the Salt Lake
County Planning and Restoration
Program has taken on this responsi-
bility for the Jordan River Water-
shed.

Several issues currently face our
watershed and have instigated the
re-vitalization. These issues include:
listing of the Jordan River and Emi-

gration Creek on the State’s list of

impaired water bodies, the
requirement of a Total
Maximum Daily Load for
those water bodies, con-
struction of a new waste-
water treatment facility,
the need for comprehen-
sive source water protec-
tion plans, and many other |

important Concerns.

The primary goals of the Jor-

dan River VWatershed Council are:
1} Establish leadership of long-term
river and stream stewardship in the
Jordan River Watershed, 2) Provide
a discussion forum for watershed
concerns, 3) Solicit input from
stakeholders, 4) Distribute informa-
tion, and 5) Promote stakeholder
involvement in the management of

our local watershed.

N Y |

. i N L 5 ' el
Jordan River at 13000 § (Kathlyn Collins)

For more information on the Jordan
River Watershed Council, please
contact Natalie Rees of the Salt Lake
County VWater Resources Planning
and Restoration Program at (801)
468-3656 or nrees@slco.org.

By Natalie Rees, VWater Resources
Specialist, SL County ¥Vater Re-
sources Planning and Restoration
Program

Results from the Resource Assessment Survey

The MNatural Resources Conserva-
tion Service and the Utah Associa-
tion of Conservation Districts re-
cently sponsored a questionnaire in
2005 to gather input on the public’s
level of concern about natural re-
sources. People were asked to
take the survey online or on paper,
voice their opinions at an SCD
meeting, or talk directly with an
SCD Board member.

Cottonwood Canyons Foundation

The Cottonwood Canyons Founda-
tion is a 501{c)3 organization with a
mission of “Working to maintain
and improve the environmental
health of Big and Little Cottonwood
Canyon through public education
and stewardship.” Our partners
include Alta, Brighton, Snowbird,
Solitude, Salt Lake City Department
of Public Ukilities, the YWasatch-
Cache National Forest and Stoel

Rives.

Working with community partners,
our efforts are nonpolitical and

partnership based. Education pro-

Results within the Great Salt Lake
RC&D five county have several
similarities. All the counties listed
loss of agricultural land, water con-
servation and supply, agricultural
sustainability, water quality, and
land conversion to development as
either their most pressing natural
resource concerns or issues that
should be addressed immediately.

Other concerns listed include nox-

grams include free Snowshoe Field
Trips, assisting the Forest Service
with the Silver Lake Conservation
Education Center, the Wasatch
Vildflower Festival, Tour with a
Ranger, Snowshoe with a Naturalist,
Pika Hikes and free Fall field trips at
Silver Lake. Qur stewardship pro-
gram is the VWasatch VWeed Warri-
ors, which enlisted the valued assis-
tance of volunteers, interns and scaff
to map noxious weeds in Millcreek,
Big and Little Cottonwood Canyons.
This program is coordinated with
assistance from the Bonneville

CVWHMA's members. Mext summer,

ious weeds, invasive species,
groundwater, irrigation water,
open space, and air quality.

The Great Salt Lake RC&D hopes
to use innovative, community
driven, and grassroots solutions to
address these concerns and is pres-
ently incorporating ideas into is
Annual Plan and AreaPlan. Part-
nerships and strategies are wel-
come!

businesses, and
agencies to

start pulling {9
the weeds. If &';’

you are inter-

(0TT0NWOOD
CANYONS
FounpATION

ested, give us a

call!

For more in-

formation,
current activity -
calendars or to make a donation,
visit us online at

WWW.COttOI'IWOOdcaI'IyOI'IS.OI‘g

or call (801)-947-8263.
By Patrick Nelson
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'th at the Morgan County
1se (48 w Young Street, Mor-
gan, UT 84050) at 6:30pm. Anyone

interested in CSP is invited to attend.

dominated by livestock opera-
tions and farms that rely on snow
accumulation for their summer

These workshops will go through the

Idlgatlon: ifiere Are sheslgnlil: CSP self assessment workbook, the

cant tributaries that flow into the . :
application process and CSP require-

main stem of the Weber River ments. Marlon Winger, an NRCS

Salt Lake Soil Conservation District

The Salt Lake Soil Conservation
District (SCD) is one of 38 Dis-
tricts in the state of Utah. Some of
the projects Salt Lake SCD has
accomplished are 1) installation of

tory of Animal Feeding Operations
of five or more livestock to identify
inadvertent animal waste pollution

into rivers and lakes.

Other activities include hosting a

sprinkler systems on irrigated Farm Field Day each May in Herr-

farms in the District to conserve :
man for elementary school children

water, 2) planting vegetation wind -
)P g veg to visit an actual farm and learn
barriers on farms, 3) improving

wildlife habitat on farms through

vegetation buffers, 4) mapping and

how food is grown or raised. The
Salt Lake SCD also staffs booths at
the County Fair and other events,

controlling noxious invasive weeds, ;
g sponsors high school students to

and:3) helping toimplementthe the Envirothon, and participates in

Clean W ater Act through an inven-

Natural Resource Inventory (NRI)

The 1997 National Resources In- 1982 to 1997.

vENwE (LI LI slhie laeselniahe. Data for the | 997 NRI were col-

lected for more than 3,600 loca-
tions in Utah by NRCS field person-

ries of inventories conducted by the
U.S. Department of Agriculture's
Natural Resources Conservation

nel, resources inventory specialists,

Service (MR.CS)., le provides ups and remote sensing data collectors

dated infoermation on the status,
throughout Utah and at the Inven-

condition, and trends of land, soil, ¢oby: Colleetion and Cootdination
Site in Reno, Mevada. The MNRI was

scientifically designed and con-

water, and related resources on the
nation's non-Federal land. The
1997 MNRI is unique in that it pro-

ducted and is based on recognized

vides a nationally consistent data- s .
7 statistical sampling methods. NRI

base that was constructed specifi- 5 :
data are statistically reliable for

cally to estimate 5-, 10- and | 5-year ; ;
national, regional, state and sub-

trends for natural resources from :
state analysis.

agronomist, will teach the work-

shops.

For more information, please visit
htep:/Annwnw. ut.nres.usda.gov/
programs/CSP/ or call Niels Hansen
at 801-629-0580, 27.

The Great Sdit Lake

the Bonneville Cooperative

Weed Management Area, Jor- RC&D website has a new
dan River Natwral Areas Forum
and the Great Salt Lake RC&D.

All of these activities undertake

look! Check it out at

specific conservation, restora-
tion, weed eradication, and www.greatsalﬂakercd.org
community development pro-

jects.

The chairman for the Salt Lake
SCD is Doug Bateman; he can
be contacted at 801-262-4735.
By Therese Meyer

As the key to interpreting the
state of America's land, NRI infor-
mation will be used to formulate
effective public policies, to fashion
agricultural and natural resources
legislation, to develop state and
national conservation programs,
and to allocate USDA financial
and technical assistance in ad-
dressing natural resource con-

cerns.

Please contact Ray Grow at (801}
263-3204, |1 15 for more info.
www.ut.nres.usda.gov/technical/nr
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