Great Salt Lake Resource Conservation and Development (RC&D) Council, Inc.

The Lake Effect

Calendar of Events:

® Meeting: Great Salt Lake
RCE&D Council, January
28th, 9 am at Murray NRCS
Office

Workshop: Community
Fire Plan, January 215t and

22nd in Ogden

® Open Houses: Learn about
CSA in your community!
Meet local farmers and how
you can buy locally grown
fresh fruity, vegetables and
more! February 2nd, 6:30
pm at Salt Lake City Main
Library and February 3rd,
6:30 pm at Weber County

Library in Ogden.
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The Great Salt Lake RC&D
received over $150,000 from
the Natural Resources Con-
servation Service Conserva-
tion Partnership Initiative
{CPl) Grant. This is the first
year of this grant. The G5L
RC&D was one of six organi-
zations that received funds;
over 30 groups competed for
this national award.

CPl is designed to foster such
conservation partnerships
and fund projects that focus
technical and financial re-
sources on conservation
priorities in watersheds of
special significance.

These funds are specifically
for planning efforts. If needs
are identified in this area, it is
anticipated that the coopera-

The Great Salt Lake RC&D
Council has been awarded a
grant from Rural Develop-
ment, Community Facilities
Non-Construction program
to help the community of
|bapah obtain three new sets
of metal bleachers. The old
wooden ones did not meet
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Great Salt Lake RC&D Receives Conservation Partnership Initiative (CPl) Award
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The Great Salt Lake RC&D

Bleachers for Ibapah Elementary School

the safety standards for the
school district.
This 75% cost
match grant was
matched by the
Tooele School
District with a
contribution of
almost $1,000.




The Lake Effect

CSA dllows people
to buy fresh, locdl
food and support
farms in their

community
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Jordan River Parkway Trail: Tying Up the Loose Ends!

The Jordan River Parlway Trail
which follows the River from
Utah Lake to the Great Salt
Lake has been home to numer-
ous species of wildlife and
served as a unigque refuge for
residents to get away from the
rush of everyday life. Munici-
palities have completed various
sections of the Trail, however
there are still significant gaps
from the Utah County line to
the Great Salt Lake. The Salt
Lake Council of Governments
requested that the Jordan River
Natural Areas Forum (JRNAF),
which the Great 5ait Laie

RC&D Council is a member,

perform an inventory of incom-
plete sections and associated
issues and concerns for each of
them. This process has in-
cluded: engaging knowledgeable
local individuals to draft pre-
liminary information describing
each of the uncompleted trail
sections, conducting site visits,
making the compiled inventory
available on the Internet, con-
ducting “open houses” in 3
locations to discuss the infor-
mation with the public and get
input, drafting findings and
recommendations and making
them avaiiabie on the internet

and finalizing findings and rec-

The Pathis Clear, Fill in the
Gaps!

ommendations.

More information can be found
at: www.planning.utzh.gov/
jrnafa-ail.htm

Leafy Spurge and Bonneville Cooperative Weed Management Area (CWMA)

Members of the nearly created
Bonneville Cooperative Weed
Management Area (CWMA)
has recently identified Leafy
Spurge as a newly emerging
noxious weed in the four
county area of Salt Lake, Utah,
Tooele, and Davis counties.
This native of Eurasia is very
invasive and quickly pushes out
native vegetation. |In addition,
Leafy Spurge is armed with a

toxic latex that can cause le-
sions and even death in animals
that graze it. Human effects of
Leafy Spurge include derm atitis,
blindness, and increases the
cancer-causing properties of
other substances. The Great
Salt Lake RC&D has recently
applied for a grant to address
this problem through the Pull-
ing Together Initiative from the
National Fish and Wildlife

Community Supported Agriculture (CSA) Open Houses Scheduled

Community Supported Agriculture
originated in Japan in the 1960’s and
has found recent popularity in the
United States. CSA allows farmers
and consumers to be directly con-
nected bringing tangible benefits to
both parties. A partial list includes
reduced marketing risk and price
control for farmers, as well as lower
prices and direct support of local
growers for consumers. Sharehold-
ers pay their money before the
growing season, which alleviates the
need for operating loans, which can

be a deterrent for new or
young farmers. In retrn, the
CSA members get a portion of
the crops produced. There is a
direct line of communication
between consumer and grower
that is not skewed by a middle-
man. Consumers often have a
significant say in what is grown
and what methods are used.
Shareholders can literally put
their money where their
mouth is. See the Calendar of
Events on the front page for

Connecting consumers,

farmers and food!

more information or contact

Jeff at (801)263-3204, 1 04.



The NRCS offers a variety of
technical and financial assis-
tance for conservation prac-
tices. Programs include Con-
servation Security Program
{C5P), Wetlands Reserve Pro-
gram (WRP), Wildlife Habitat
Incentives Program (VWHIP),
Farm and Ranch Lands Protec-
tion Program (FRPP), as well as
other Farm Bill programs.

Local farmers, ranchers and
other land owners may be
eligible to receive cost-share
assistance by participating in
the Environmental Quality
Incentives Program (EQIP), a

Conservation Districts are
units of local government that
were first created in response
to the dramatic soil erosion of
the 1930’s Dust Bowl. They
are guided by a board of
elected officials who serve
voluntarily to protect and
maintain the productivity of
natural resources in coopera-
tion with federal, state, and
private partners and landown-

The Great Salt Lake RC&D
Council, Inc. is 2 501{c)3 non-
profit organization established
in July 2003. It serves the five
county area of Tooele, Salt
Lake, Davis, ¥Weber, and Mor-
gan.

The Mission: Promote part-
nerships that improve and pro-
tect communities and the envi-
ronment.

The Vision: The Great Salt
Lake RC&D will promote con-

voluntary conservation pro-
gram administered by USDAs
Natural Resources Conserva-
tion Service (NRCS). EQIP
offers cost share assistance to
address threats to soil, water
and related natural resources.
Producers can complete and
submit applications to the
Murray NRCS Field
Office at 1030 West
5370 South, Murray,
UT 84123, (801)
263-3204, 1 18 for
Salt Lake and
Tooele County or
the Ogden NRCS
Field Office at 2871

ers.

Utah has 38 5oil Conservation
Districts including six within

Natural Resources Conservation Service and the Farm Bill

South Commerce Way, Ogden,
UT 84401, (801)629-0580, 26
for Weber, Morgan and Davis
Counties. The application
deadline is January 31, 2005.
For more information visit:
Www . ut.hrcs.usda.gov’

programs .

Utah Soil Conservation Districts: Focus on Zone 2

own ‘Dust Bowl. Contact Ken
Mills at (801)629-0580, I5 or
ken.mills@ut.nacdnetnet.

the borders of the
Great Salt Lake
RC&D (Davis,
Grantsville, Morgan,
Salt Lake, Shambip,
and Weber). The
Grantsville SCD was

formed to reduce s
soil erosion from its

servation, development and
stewardship of natural and
human resources; promote
sustainable economies; and
enhance the quality of life.

Board members include: Frank
Cumberland (Chair), Joyce
Maughan (Vice Chair), Therese
Meyer (Treasurer), Avis Light
{Second Vice-Chair), and Ray
Johnson (At Large).

The Great Salt Lake RC&D Council

Members of the Great Salt Lake
RC&D
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There are over 375
RC&D Councils in
the US that have
been making a
difference for over

40 years.
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Take action to improve the survivability
of your home before a wildfire occurs.

ne TO present a two
d: amunity Fire Plan
Workshop in Ogden, UT

on January 21st and 22nd.

The purpose and goals of
this effort include: organ-
ize a community fire
council, increase commu-
nity wildfire awareness,
activate community mem-
bers to implement
Firewise activities , de-

munity wilanre prepara-
tion and response efforts.

The GSL RC&D's role
will be to assist with
identifying communities,
inviting community mem-
bers and agency repre-
sentatives, sponsor com-
munity wildfire prepara-
tion workshops, facilitate
the creation of communi-
ties wildfire councils,

More information is avail-
able at: http://

www, utahfireinfo.gov/
prevention/index.htm





