
High Tunnels

Niels Hansen

NRCS State Conservation Agronomist

January 21,2010



DEFINITION

A seasonal polyethylene 

covered structure with no 

electrical, heating, and/or 

mechanical ventilation 

systems that is used to cover 

crops to extend the growing 

season in an environmentally 

safe manner.



PURPOSE

Extend the crop 

growing season

Improve plant 

quality

Improve soil quality

Improve water 

quality from 

reduced nutrient 

and pesticide 

transport
In climate conditions 

where snow loads may 

damage the structure, 

the tunnel cover shall 

be removed at the end 

of the growing season. 
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